Young Voices, Shared Futures

Youth Activism and Social Change in Namibia

"The future is not something we wait for—it is something we build
together."

Nafimane Hamukoshi - Deputy Chairperson, Economic Social Justice Trust
(ESJT) - Mannheim, Germany - July 2026




Youth Leadership

Climate Justice

WHO AM I?

Nafimane
Hamukoshi

Deputy Chairperson of the Economic
Social Justice Trust (ESJT) - Youth activist
from Namibia - Advocate for
environmental and social justice, inspired

by faith and sustainable development.
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Namibia — A Young Nation

Namibia is a young country with enormous potential, yet many young people face significant
challenges: high unemployment, inequality, poverty, limited economic opportunities, climate
change, and limited participation in decision-making.

Unemployment

High rates, especially among graduates and rural communities

Inequality

Poverty and limited economic opportunities persist

Climate Change

Compounding existing challenges for young people

Exclusion

Limited participation in decision-making

Young people are asking one important question: What kind of future are we building?



The Reality of Youth Unemployment
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Youth Unemployment

Estimated rate in 2024

Many graduates remain unemployed. Rural communities

experience even fewer opportunities.

50%+

Regional Peaks

In some regions, unemployment exceeds 50%

Employment is more than income — it represents dignity,

purpose, independence, and hope.



Why Young People Become
Activists

Many young Namibians choose activism because they want to solve problems rather than
simply complain about them. Activism is an act of hope.
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Environmental Protection

Defending land, water, and climate for future generations
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Human Rights & Equality

Advocating for dignity, good governance, and accountability
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Community Development

Building education, participation, and climate justice




MY JOURNEY

From Belief to
Action

My journey began with a simple belief:
Young people deserve to be heard.
Through my work with the Economic Social
Justice Trust, I have worked alongside
communities, civil society organisations, and
young leaders committed to creating a more

just and sustainable Namibia.

[ Real change begins when ordinary
people choose to become active

citizens.



The Economic Social Justice Trust (ESJT)

Our mission is to promote social justice, human rights, accountability, environmental justice, community participation, and youth leadership.

Social
Justice

Leadership

Community
Participation

Our Work Includes

s e Green Hydrogen oversight

ACCOUI‘\tabIlIty » Community engagement

« Environmental advocacy
Policy dialogue

«  Youth empowerment

«  Civic education

vironmental
Justice



Green Hydrogen — Opportunity or
New Dependency?

The Namibian Government sees Green Hydrogen as a pathway toward economic growth,
foreign investment, employment, and industrialisation. These are important goals — but
development should also raise important questions.

Who benefits from development?

Who owns the projects? Who receives the jobs?

Who makes decisions?

Will local communities truly participate? Are indigenous communities
meaningfully consulted?

Will inequality be reduced?

Or will development reinforce existing patterns of dependency? Development
should benefit people before profits.



Building Strong
Local Economies

Economic growth alone is not enough.
Sustainable development must strengthen
local businesses, small enterprises, skills
development, community ownership, youth
entrepreneurship, food security, and
environmental protection. Development
should empower communities — not
replace them.

Young people should be supported to
become entrepreneurs, innovators, farmers,
environmental leaders, community
organisers, and social entrepreneurs. Strong
local economies create resilient

communities.




Inspiration & Hope 0 WY

"It's the little things citizens do. That's what will make the difference.” — Wangari Maathai
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Wangari Maathai — founder of the Green Belt Movement and first African woman to receive the Nobel Peace Prize — taught Africa
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that protecting the environment is also about protecting people. Her life reminds us that environmental protection is social justice,

communities must lead development, and every individual has the power to make a difference.

Namibia's future depends on active citizenship, accountable leadership, environmental stewardship, and youth leadership. Young
people should not simply inherit the future — they should help shape it.

() "But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream." — Amos 5:24 (NIV)

Thank you. "Knowing God is knowing your purpose.”
Nafimane Hamukoshi - Deputy Chairperson, ESJT
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